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constituents in expressing my sadness on the 
retirement of Iowa State Senator Kitty 
Rehberg after 8 years of dedicated service to 
our State. Instead of spending several months 
each year in Des Moines, Senator Rehberg is 
choosing to spend more time in Rowley with 
her family, particularly her supportive husband, 
Frank, and their grandchildren. 

I have known Kitty for many years, and 
have been proud to watch a former staff mem-
ber achieve such a record of success. While 
working for me as a district representative in 
Iowa, she showed her dedication to my con-
stituents. Once she was elected to the Iowa 
Senate, I watched her define the meaning of 
hard work on behalf of her constituents. Peo-
ple could agree or disagree with her on the 
issues, but no one could ever disagree that 
she worked hard every single day on her con-
stituents’ behalf. 

For those who follow her in her seat, and for 
her colleagues she will not return to next year, 
they have a tough void to fill. Kitty has set the 
bar high on service to Iowa. If they are half as 
hard working as Kitty, Iowa will continue to 
benefit. 

Below I have included Iowa Senate Resolu-
tion No. 153, which honors Senator Kitty 
Rehberg. I wish Kitty continued success and 
many, many quality hours with her family and 
friends. It is well deserved.

IOWA SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 153 
Whereas, Senator Kitty Rehberg is retiring 

from legislative office after completing two 
terms in office as a State Senator; and 

Whereas, Senator Rehberg’s distinguished 
career as a State legislator has included 
service as the Chairperson of the Small Busi-
ness, Economic Development and Tourism 
Committee in the Seventy-ninth General As-
sembly, as Chairperson of the Economic 
Growth Committee in the Eightieth General 
Assembly, and as Chairperson of the Edu-
cation Appropriations Subcommittee in the 
Seventy-seventh and Seventy-eighth General 
Assemblies; and 

Whereas, Senator Rehberg has also served 
as Vice Chairperson of the Education Com-
mittee and on many other standing commit-
tees throughout her 8 years of legislative 
service and has been an influential and de-
voted legislator in this state; and 

Whereas, Senator Rehberg has been influ-
ential in the passage of legislation in areas 
of economic and rural development, and edu-
cation, and has championed the interests of 
her constituents; and 

Whereas, Senator Rehberg has served hon-
orably and has unselfishly given of her time 
and efforts to further the interests of the 
State of Iowa and to provide beneficial pro-
grams for the citizens of Iowa: Now there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That the Senate pay 
tribute to Senator Kitty Rehberg for her de-
voted service to the Iowa General Assembly 
and the citizens of this state and wish her 
the very best in the years ahead; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That an official copy of this Reso-
lution be prepared and presented to Senator 
Rehberg.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
on April 26, 2004 we marked the 18 year anni-

versary of the terrible tragedy at Chernobyl, 
Ukraine. On that day and those that followed, 
thousands of people lost their lives and mil-
lions more around the world felt the effects of 
the escaped radiation. 

Today, many of the survivors have returned 
to live in the contaminated area. They no 
longer fear the lingering radiation or the land’s 
barren landscape, choosing rather to live on 
the only land they can call home. They do not 
have much to live for, the contaminated zone 
offers little in the shadow of the reactor’s re-
mains, but they are tough-minded individuals 
with little else to give. 

The incident at Chernobyl reminded us that 
mankind remains at the mercy of its creations. 
Innovation sets mankind apart from other liv-
ing creatures, yet to a certain extent we will al-
ways be powerless to the whims of tech-
nology. The incident at Chernobyl was a trag-
edy of epic proportions, one that is too easily 
overlooked by the world even though it took 
place less than 20 years ago. As we continue 
to progress and develop new technologies, we 
must remember the lessons of Chernobyl and 
the lives it forever altered.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a friend, respected elect-
ed official and distinguished constituent, Louis 
J. Eves, who passed away on Friday, April 16, 
2004. 

Known as the father of Mason, Ohio, Lou 
will be remembered for his dedication to 
Mason and was the longest serving mayor in 
the city’s history—sixteen years. Appointed to 
the Mason City Council in 1973, Lou was re-
elected five times. His vision for the city could 
be summed up as growth with control, and he 
helped Mason become the growing and pros-
perous city it is today. He also paved the way 
for toll free calling from Mason to Cincinnati; 
urged additional park funding; and pushed for 
construction of a municipal swimming pool, 
which was eventually named for him. 

A Mason resident for more than thirty years, 
Lou was the owner of Mason’s Houston Inn 
Restaurant, a Warren County landmark for 
many years. Lou bought the restaurant in 
1959, expanded it three times, and it is still 
run by his family. 

Lou was also an Army Master Sergeant who 
served his country honorably. He served in 
Korea and completed multiple tours of duty in 
World War II. The first life member of the 
Landen Kings Chamber of Commerce, Lou 
was one of only four lifetime Mason 
Kiwanians. 

Lou is survived by his devoted wife, 
Frances; his children, David, Michael, Lou and 
Kathy; eleven grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

I am grateful to have had his friendship and 
counsel, and all of us in Southwest Ohio have 
benefited from Lou’s leadership and his strong 
example in our lives.
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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sandra J. Anderson, a partner 
in the Columbus law office of Vorys, Sater, 
Seymour and Pease LLP. 

On Friday, April 23, 2004, Ms. Anderson 
was presented with the Justice Alice Robie 
Resnick Award of Distinction. This honor is the 
Ohio Women’s Bar Association’s highest 
award for professional excellence, and is be-
stowed annually on a deserving attorney who 
exhibits leadership in the areas of advancing 
the status and interests of women and improv-
ing the legal profession in the State of Ohio. 

In addition to her litigation practice, Ms. An-
derson is a Fellow of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers and a faculty member of the Na-
tional Institute for Trial Advocacy. She has 
also served as an Adjunct Professor for the 
Ohio State University College of Law and 
Capital University Law School, and is a fre-
quent speaker in continuing legal education 
programs. 

I am proud that citizens of Central Ohio con-
tinue to excel among their peers and com-
mend Ms. Anderson for her dedication to our 
community and her commitment to advancing 
the status of women within the legal profes-
sion.
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HONORING CLARK COUNTY HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS, TEACHERS 
AND ADMINISTRATORS FOR 
THEIR DEDICATION TO MAIN-
TAINING SUFFICIENT BLOOD 
SUPPLIES IN SOUTHERN NEVADA 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the efforts of all those in Southern Ne-
vada, particularly Clark County School District 
high school students, teaches, and administra-
tors, involved in projects dedicated to main-
taining a sufficient blood supply to meet local 
and at times national demands and contin-
gencies. 

Clark County high school students are cru-
cial donors of blood products for twenty-one 
area hospitals, providing over 6,000 units of 
blood annually. They provide a significant vol-
ume of the community’s blood supply in their 
commitment to community service and hu-
manitarianism. In addition, high school junior 
and senior classmen from thirty-three schools 
perform life-saving services by recruiting blood 
donors, volunteering at on-campus blood 
drives, and soliciting media support for United 
Blood Services, a provider of blood products 
for area hospitals for more than 50 years. 

In a show of their dedication and support, 
the Clark County School District has invested 
significant resources to provide for adequate 
space and class time that ensure an adequate 
blood supply to meet the daily demand of 250 
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to 300 units of life saving blood for area hos-
pitals. As the single-largest source of blood in 
the Las Vegas valley since the 2000 school 
year, the school district’s principals, super-
intendents, and class leaders have also re-
sponded to the needs of cancer patients and 
burn victims by facilitating an ample supply of 
platelets and plasma. 

I am proud to represent such conscientious 
and dedicated volunteers and wish them con-
tinued success in their work for the people of 
Southern Nevada.
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Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a man who has served his country 
and who remains a role model for his family 
and community. 

I speak of Louis P. Bartolotta, Sr. Louis is 
a veteran of the Second World War. He was 
born the son of immigrant parents in 1918. He 
married his wife Ida in 1941, just three months 
before Pearl Harbor. This year they will cele-
brate their 63rd wedding anniversary. 

On November 26th, 1943, he was aboard a 
British transport ship, the HMT Rohna, when 
the vessel was attacked by a German bomber 
off the coast of North Africa. Over one thou-
sand United States service members and 
more than 100 British and Allied officers and 
crewmembers lost their lives in the attack. 
Louis is a survivor of that tragic day. In Octo-
ber of 2000, Congress recognized the heroic 
sacrifices made by those who lost their lives, 
the survivors and their families in House Con-
current Resolution 408. 

Today Louis and Ida live in Boynton Beach, 
Florida. At the end of May, as we dedicate the 
World War II Memorial, they will visit Wash-
ington, D.C. to participate in the Rohna Sur-
vivors convention. 

Mr. Speaker, as we honor the veterans of 
World War II please let us add to those trib-
utes those who lost their lives on the HMT 
Rohna as well as those who survived, like my 
dear friend Louis.
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CONGRATULATING THE TRINITY 
VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
LADY CARDS BASKETBALL 
TEAM 
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
would like to congratulate the Lady Cards bas-
ketball team from Trinity Valley Community 
College in Athens, Texas, for winning the Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) Women’s Basketball National Cham-
pionship. 

The top ranked Lady Cards capped off a 
perfect 36–0 season with a 77–66 victory over 
Gulf Coast, Florida, in the title game of the 
NJCAA Women’s Championship. 

The Lady Cards’ victory is Trinity Valley 
Community College’s fifth national title in 

women’s basketball and the college’s second 
undefeated season. The Lady Cards have an 
unbelievable 66–1 record over the last two 
seasons and currently hold a 78–game regular 
season winning streak. 

I would like to recognize team members 
Jennifer Harris, LeKeisha Carter, Chanae 
Early, Daiane Packer, Alona Obaze, 
La’Courtney Ratliff, Vanessa Silva, Vanessa 
Clementino, Yolanda Jones, Ashley 
Streetman, and Jennifer Jones. 

I would also like to recognize the head 
coach of the Lady Cards basketball team, Mi-
chael Landers, who was named the 2004 
Women’s Basketball Coaches Association 
Coach of the Year. Coach Landers has 
amassed an impressive 352–24 record over 
his career and 126–8 record in his four years 
at Trinity Valley Community College. 

Congratulations to Coach Landers and the 
Lady Cards on their remarkable undefeated 
season in 2004 and their tremendous National 
Championship victory.
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Juan 
Carlos González Leiva, a pro-democracy ac-
tivist ‘‘sentenced’’ by a sham court yesterday 
in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. González Leiva is a blind lawyer who 
has devoted his life to the cause of human 
rights and liberty for every Cuban. He is the 
president of the Cuban Foundation for Human 
Rights. Though Mr. González Leiva is unable 
to see, his vision of a free Cuba is an inspira-
tion to freedom loving people throughout the 
world. 

On March 4, 2002, Mr. González Leiva was 
savagely beaten and locked in the totalitarian 
gulag for drawing attention to a journalist who 
had been admitted to a local hospital after 
being attacked by the tyrant’s thugs. For over 
two years, Mr. González Leiva languished in 
Castro’s totalitarian gulag. His cane and Bible 
were confiscated; he was forced to sleep on 
the floor of his diabolical cell; the thugs who 
run the gulag threatened his life; and he was 
tortured with chemical substances. In a letter 
recorded by his wife, and that I brought to the 
attention of the House, Mr. González Leiva 
describes the heinous conditions of the totali-
tarian gulag in this translated excerpt from that 
letter:

State security used inmate Joe Prado, as 
he calls himself, to throw in my cell a sub-
stance that produced a burning sensation on 
the skin and nasal congestion, a great deal of 
phlegm and bronchial inflammation. The sit-
uation still continues. 

Since January, they have added another 
substance to the sawdust they throw at me. 
This one gives me the sensation of millions 
of bugs constantly running all over me. It 
causes a great deal of itching and prevents 
me from sleeping. I do not know if this is a 
biological substance or chemical agent, but I 
know it is not insects because when I touch 
my skin there are no actual bugs that I can 
feel, although this sensation is palpable. 

Normally the sawdust shower is a daily oc-
currence. Yesterday it started around 6:00 

p.m. when I was on my knees praying. The 
sensation is that of a multitude of bugs sud-
denly coming down on my face and my body. 
This torment continues until 2:00 or 3:00 in 
the morning.

Mr. González Leiva was trapped in these 
brutal conditions for over two years before he 
was ever tried. I want to repeat that, Mr. 
González Leiva was locked in the totalitarian 
gulag for over two years before he was even 
brought before a sham court.

According to an AP story that appeared in 
the April 28 edition of The Miami Herald, Mr. 
González Leiva ‘‘was released on parole 
shortly after being sentenced to four years in 
prison.’’ Let us be very clear about parole in 
totalitarian Cuba. Parole is not freedom; it is a 
temporary release, conditioned on constant 
observation, before being locked in the gulag 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. González Leiva has been 
imprisoned for over two years without trial and 
‘‘convicted’’ by a sham court because he be-
lieves in basic human rights for every Cuban. 
My Colleagues, we must demand true free-
dom for Juan Carlos González Leiva, every 
prisoner of conscience languishing in the to-
talitarian gulag, and every Cuban suffering 
under the nightmare called the Castro regime.
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ISRAEL WEEK 
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Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the conclusion of Israel Week. From 
April 18th through April 27th, we commemo-
rate the lasting friendship and mutual goals of 
freedom, democracy and peace that we share 
with Israel. 

This is a time for both celebration and re-
flection beginning with Yom Ha Shoah, Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, and ending with 
Yom Hazikharon, Israel’s National Memorial 
Day for the Fallen Victim’s of Terror. What we 
remember during Israel Week is not simply 
Jewish or Israeli history; it is a shared history 
of the struggle to overcome oppression, tyr-
anny and hatred. I believe this message is sig-
nificant to all peoples of the world. We remem-
ber the events of our shared history so that 
we may work together to end the fear, hatred 
and violence that plague our world. 

The United States and Israel have been al-
lies since the United States first recognized 
Israel as an independent state in 1948. Since 
that time, our two countries have grown closer 
as a result of our shared democratic, religious 
and cultural values. As we move towards our 
seventh decade of friendship, I believe the 
United States must take an active role in help-
ing to achieve permanent security and peace 
for Israel and its neighbors. 

Israel Week is not only a time to remember 
the past; it is a time to look toward the future. 
We must continue to actively pursue the 
dream we all share of peace, freedom and se-
curity.
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